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The outcome of the negotiations over the Twenty-one
Demands was that the first four groups were accepted ;
the fifth was postponed for future discussion. Whether
or not the discussion has been renewed privately cannot
be stated. Japanese authorities deny it, but on the
Chinese side there is evidence that efforts have been plit
forward by Tokio to obtain further concessions from
China, based on the demands embodied in the Fifth Group'
of 1915. Rumour is persistent that a secret treaty has
been extorted front China, but no conclusive evidence
has as yet been produced.

In face of the intense indignation in China, and the
undisguised disgust of the rest of the world, Japan had
for a time to rest content, with her victory over the Four
Group Demands, but no opportunity was lost in the
succeeding years of consolidating her position in China
or extending her sub-posts. In August 1916, for example,
a dispute occurred between a certain Yoshimoto, a Japanese
merchant at Cheng-chiatung, in Manchuria, and a Chinese
soldier belonging to the 28th Division. A fight between
Japanese and Chinese soldiers resulted, for Japanese
soldiers were also stationed at the place, though actually
it was outside the Japanese military zone and the Chinese
Government had for two years been demanding their
removal.. After the fracas a report was made to the
Japanese police office, and the chief of police ordered the
Japanese military commander to attack the Chinese
barracks. As a result, four Chinese and twelve Japanese
soldiers were killed. Reinforcements of Japanese troops
arrived, and on September 2nd the Japanese Minister at
Peking presented a series of eight demands of which the
last four were designated as desiderata, which is a diplomatic
euphemism for demand. They were : *

1.  Punishment of  the General commanding the 28th Division.

2.  The dismissal of the officers  at Chcng-chiatung responsible

for the occurrence, as well as the severe punishment of those who

took direct part in the fracas.

Gaulie, January 29, 1917,